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TRAGEDY IN AMERICANIZING THE IMMIGRANT ,nl j

of the University of Causes of the Degeneration of the Youth
Warns Against Criminals Proposed for - 1j

of Foreign Descent bettlements hi
"You arc crushing out the moral In-

fluence of homo and family life,
"You arc alienating the children from

the parents.
"You are leaving your Immigrants to

be erploited bit scoundrels of their
own race.

"Yon are letting your raw material go
to waste.

-- The degeneration of youth Is threat-enln- g

to undermine the very foun-
dations of American nuclei i.

"Your schools are the heat In the world
because theg tench so little.

"Your social scttlcrn'ents are spoiling
the bops and flirts and neglecting
the fathers and'inothcrs."

. 01

assertions, are mailt- - byT no superficial visitor tu Amor-le- u,

but by a student of so-
cial conditions; a man whn

has spoilt the last fifteen months lit
Now York observing with a trained
eye, visiting tho schools and tin- - settle-ment- s,

attending parents' meetings In
tho schoolhouses, sitting In tin-- police
courts, mingling with the people us
one of thorn, talking In tholr own lan-
guages with Immigrants and the sons
of 1 mm I grant si.

lie Is Dr. Vlttorlo Itneea, associate
prpfessor of political economy In tho
University of Homo and author of
more than 250 books anil pamphlets
on industrial, agricultural, commercial,
financial nnd social topics. Horn In
Venice In 1S76, ho won such dis-

tinction nt college that at the ago of
22 the University of l'.irma conferred
upon him the decree of doctor of lews.
From 1S99 to 1904 he was associate
professor of political economy, tho
science of finance and social legislation
at the University of Lausanne, Switzer-
land. In 1902 ho was employed by the
Russian Government to make a study of
state niil to agriculture In Italy. Two
years later he was. engaged by the
American Institute of Social Service nnd
the Musee Social of l'arls to make a
study of the social legislation of the
fctlkan countries. He has conducted

other Inquiries for the Italian Govern-
ment. He Is n member of most of tho
sociological sn. '. es of Kurope. He Is
commander of i" e Order of the Crown
of Italy.

A tall, clean shaven, brown eyed man,
his face wrinkles up Into the most win-
ning of smiles as he talks. His hair has
turned Bray over his limb, broad fore-
head.

Not content with wh.u he has learned
In his fifteen months st;i. he Intends to
spend nine more month studying con-
ditions In New York as lie has studied
them In almost every great city of
Kurope. northern Africa, western Asia
and South America.

I asked him If the public schools were
to blame for the fact that a largo per-
centage of criminals In New York are
sons and daughters of Immigrant, 1oys
and girls who have had the advantages
of a New York public school education.

"I do not think mi," ho replied. "The
public school Is one of the grandest

f things that America lias created. If It
he Judged by Kuropo.in standards much
may be found to smile at, but when ItH

effects upon society nre observed the
critical .smile changes Into most pro-
found admiration.

"The United States had to solve a
problem that was truly terrifying. He-ln-

as It was, a n.-- country, andhcticc
having no nlreml . len'rly defined char-
acters,

'

it ran thi risk ,f being mi).- -
merged or denatured by the Immense
flood of Immigrants constantly pouring
In from the most widely different part-- i
of the world. If America had not put
forth Its efforts to fu-- o and bled :ll
these diverse peoples In Its melting pt
but had let them form themselves int..
homogeneous groups of different nation- -

alltles the result would have be..,, dls -
astrous. The race wars and the terrible
problems which the living side by side
of different nationalities has created in
Austria, Germany and Russia would
have been reproduced here, only on a
larger scale.

"Tho great. Indefinable soul of this

THCRE STILL REMAIN OVER 100

marvellous America, which seduces and
conquers you from tho first moment of
your arrival, which gradually modifies
you without your noticing It, has had
something to do with breaking up nnd
amalgamating these different nationali-
ties; but the public Kohool has been
the most powerful force.

"It him taken tin: children ot a hun-
dred nationalities, a hundred races, ii

hundred religions, has poured them nil
Into tho melting-po- t of Its educational
machine nnd has stamped Indelible fea-

tures upon the soft clay of their souls
and minds.

"After n very short time these chil-
dren are given to widely, no moro .lews,
Italians, Turks or I'oles, but Americans.

"The Ainerlcen public school has been
reproached with touching so little and
with teaching that little badly. I say
the public school Is good. Just because
It teaches so little. The object of the
public school . Is mu to make every
thlld n little encyclopedic freak. It has
to teach tho elements of knowledge, the
three It's, but above nil It must con-
vert the child that Is sent by Its parents
to school at 6 years of age Into the
American citizen of with n
definite Individuality, with a knowledge
of what Is nwaltlng him In life, and
what his rluhts In and his duties to
society nre. This Is the fundamental
object of the school, and this tho Amerl- -

cjiu seliools are succeeding In better
than any others,"

"Then, If our schools are not to blame
for tin. criminals referred to, what Is

to blame?" I asked.
"The conditions under which Imm-

igrants and the children or Immigrants
are obliged to llo In your great cities.

"Iteforo the little Immigrant boy or
girl makes the acquaintance of the
school he makes that of the street. The
first greeting he gets from children of
his own age Is ridicule, because he has
the appearance, the speech and the
manners of the country from which he
came. Ills companion!) have no mercy
upon him; wherever bo govs, whom-
soever he meets in tho densely and In-

decently crowded district In which he
lives, ho Is persecuted and vilified.

"The result is that whatever Is his
own becomes hateful to blm; ho thinks
he must, nt any cost, as quickly ns
possible, divest himself of that original
sin, his nationality; he must, by sionk-In- g

another language, b dressing In
another style, by completely changing
his own way of living, make those
among whom ho lives forget the crime
of being of a certain race.

"That Is why so many men of foreign
birth actually hate tho race from which
they sprung and do all In their power
that tho fact of their lielonglng to It
shall not le seen or felt.

"Hut against nil his plan to succeed
in this there rises one Insurmountable
obstacle. At hom-e- that home which
for you and mo Is heaven he Is ever
upon thorns. There are bis parents,
who have not wished or known how to
Americanize themselves, who remind
him every day, every hour, of his crime
of birth. Soon a sort of rancor for
tlii.nl nrlflau. fir. ?t1,i hlmunl' ..v.m file- -

tI.r fll'rllu.r ,,nrt frm .,.
returns homo only to eat and sleep; hi
does not talk, and as soon as possible
ho escapes. Where?, Anywhere but
homo!

"If he Is good and high principled
he may go to a settlement house where
ho finds nice quarters, people ready to
welcome him with open nrms, games,
amusements; where he Is spoiled from
every point of view; where, within broad
HmitM. he finds nil lie wants. The soclul
settlement continues admirably the

,)f tho wchoi), ln helping the de- -
v.iopnient of his individuality nnd In
instilling Into him Ideas of lovalty to
his comrades. Hut It cannot give him nny
m..ral training any moro than the school
can, here or anywhere else. Hesldes It

'diaws lllm ,.Vl.n fllrth,.r aWil. from .

rare to uhieh h.. i.ior,T f..r i,.. w.rv.
ets lu the social settlements often do not
know thoroughly its language and Its
spirit.

' If the lad Is not so good there Is
ii.. .. ent place In which he is welcome.
II. sus in tho streets nnd in Its do- -
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pendencies the saloon, the poolroom,
the disorderly house. There, beoau-- e it
Is easier to adopt a vice than n virtue,
he rapidly acquires tho speech, the

and the Immoral Ideas of the fre
quenters of these dens of perdition., .1,.1. .t.i-.T- - i iui.ii ii rtun- - oi mums vvoumi ue Ter-
rible anywhere, but here It Is a hundred
times more terrifying by reason of

condition of the police force.
The youth who has begun to go with
these gangsters has suddenly before lllm
n spectacle that cannot but be demoral-
izing; vice, ostentatiously supreme In
every part of the city; crime committed
with tho certainty of Impunity; the
worst elements of his own race prosper-
ing nnd enjoying life, while the poor
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but honest who work hard are leading
a life that Is hell; criminals In close
alliance with corrupt political machines
which protect and aid them nnd with
the police. All about him he sees the
law shamelessly vlolatid or enforced
only occasionally against those who will
not pay graft and have no friend higher
up who In cite of trouble can fix It up.

"The destructive effect that these cor-
rupt surroundings have upon ;he mind
of this young man Is easy to see. The
results are disastrous and every Im-
migrant race Is paying its tribute of
tears and blood to this venomoua
dragon, as recent scandalous revelations
have demonstrated.

"Itellglon and home life are the only

AS MANY OF THE GRANT

forces that can put a stop to this awful
corruption of young men and girls, chil-
dren of respectable parents.

"Hut religion has far too little hold
upon them. The fathers and mothers
sometimes remain true to the faith of
their ancestors, but not the children.
Their religion Is generally different from
that of Americans and they believe that
to become Americans they must thrust
their own aside.

"As for the moral Influence of the
home. It Is still less. And here in my
opinion Is the most terrible wound thnt
the degeneration of youth Is Inflicting
and thnt threatens to undermine tho
very foundations of American society
unless checked nt once.
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"America, this America that Indirectly
encourages him to come to It, bocnuse
It needs his labor, does not bother Itself
almut him nt all when he Is here, but
abandons him to hi fate.

"Without means, with few friends,
nnd these tanking tho same fierce strug
gle for life as he, ho begins to try to
tidapt himself to his new surroundings.
Only those who have lived among these
people and, through jmlng of the same
rnec, have been able to obtain their
Intimate confidence, can have uny Idea
of the terrible tragedy of the first period

which may lust ull his life In the
Americanization of un Immigrant,

"Ho finds himself In an atmosphere
of hostility; in Is a competitor; ho Is
the scum of the onrt.li; he Is avoided as
if he and all his kin were nothing but
a horde of criminals.

"The difference In language Is nn In
surmountable barrier to him. This Ig
norance of Kngllsh cuts him off for
yeurs or forever from contact with
America. He Is living In this country,
but he has nothing In common with It.

"I hnve met men who had been twelve
and fifteen years In America, but who
had never heard of Washington nnd
Lincoln and to whom Incredible as it
may seem Tuft and Itoosevelt were
but names. And they were eager to
leurn!

"The Immigrant Is thrown back upon
the men of his own race, who talk his
own language. Only too often these
men exploit him Imsely for their own
benefit. This Is (asy, localise ho Is not
aware of It; honest Americans pay no
attention to It, ami the dishonest nre In
league with the parasites who live at
the expense of the poor of nil races.

"To get work, the Immigrant seeks
employment agencies kept by men of his
own nationality. These exploit him

. So does the employer.
And the wages the unfortunate fellow-take- s

I. omo at the end of the week nre
small, either because hi' Is working nt
something utterly different from what
he learned lu Huropc and consequently
Is unskilled, or because the employer.
taking adv nntngo of his ignorance of the
prevailing rate of wages, pays blm less
than half what he should.

"He has absolutely no social life.
The same evils that weigh upon him
and his family 'weigh upon all his
neighbors. Uamllles that at home used
to Join each other In healthy, happy
pleasures are oppressed with trouble
and sometimes literally tlee from each
other's society rather than confess the
woes of life In this country,

"If they need any help nnd advice
they have no one to turn to but the
'prominent men' of their own race.
These 'prominent men" are often un-

educated, of verj elastic morals and
have risen to their place of 'prom-
inence' by exploiting their fellow coun-
trymen on the one hand, nnd by In-

gratiating themselves with the politi-
cians, police and gangsters on the
other.

"Thus, to whichever side ho turns, the
poor Immigrant sees dishonesty and vice
triumphant and honesty and hard work
condemned to n life of misery.

"Notwithstanding all this, the great
majority ot these unfortunates succeed
In tho long run, leaving shreds of' flesh
along the road they climb; by Indescrib-
able struggles they little by little make
for themselves a decent economic posi-
tion. Hut many of them are crushed.
Tuberculosis and other diseases carry
them off. They go mad In the face of
insurmountable difficulties; they glvo
themselves up to crime.

"Hut by far the most terrible result
of these artificial conditions which mir-rou-

tho adult immigrant is the com-
plete destruction of his family life. All
the moral influence of parents over chil-
dren Is taken away, and at the very
time wheh the children are running the
gravest perils and when there Is the
greatest necessity for preserving that
morality without which any society is
nothing but a den of wild ls'iisls.

"Kven when things are not no bad ns
this the children live with their parents,
but their minds and thoughts are
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"When, nfter a day of oxhauBttag
work under the worst of physical aai
moral conditions, tho Immigrant laborer
returns home, he often has neither tho
will nor the power to busy himself with
the moral education of his children.

"Kvcr, ever, over, fho family life
broken up, tho Influence of tho moral
teaching of parents Is reduced to ero.

"Now we must novor' forifct ono fuo
damental fact: If wo do not steal or
kill It is not because wo havo been to
school or to church, but because by
word, by example and even by.

fathers., and
hnve taught us It is wrong. Tho school,
the church, tho settlement can do noth-
ing In tho way of teaching' morals. If
wo havo not ln our hearts tho moral
feelings that our own parents hnvo In-

stilled, all these other forms of social
activity will do us no good.

"That Is why ln America to-da- y you
have such startling moral
especially among Immigrants and the
children of Immigrants. That Is why
boys nnd girls nro growing up with a
truly appalling lack of moral principles.
All this Is because tho artificial life In
which you compel tho Immigrants to
live has tended directly to tho Inevltablo
result the destruction of tho home."

"And Is there any remedy?'
"Fortunately there Is. And It is quite

simple. Americanize the children of
immigrants, yes; but do not choko their
souls. Do not stamp out all that mass
of sentiments, ideas nnd habits that arc
the heirlooms of centuries of civiliza-
tion nnd that can do no harm to the
United States If preserved.

"The public schools should continue
to teach ull alike and to mould the
children of Immigrants into the type
best adapted to the social and political
life of the United States. But on com
ing out of school these children should
Unci settlements in which Americans
who know perfectly the language and
country of their fathers will teach them
to speak It, will tell them the greatness
and the beauty of tho land which gave
them birth, will teach them to love It
and to lie proud of It. For example, a
boy of Italian birth can best becomo a
good American citizen by being loyal to
his own great fatherland, Italy.

"Hut It is nbsurd to Americanizo the
children nnd not the fathers. It Is
equally absurd to hope that tho Ameri-
canized children will Americanizo their
fathers. The sad experience you are
having ln America proves the impossi-
bility of it,

"The social settlement Instead of be-
ing a home for children of Immi-
grants, ought to lie n home for alt immi-
grants. To them the adult Immigrants
should be nblc to go for help nnd coun-
sel, ns one goes to an older brother or
sister,

"Under such conditions tho poor Im-
migrants would cease to feel lost ln this
country, would cense to hate It, would
feel encouraged to adapt themselves to
it ns well as possible. Such social set-
tlements would bo castles of defence
against the exploiters of every sort who"
live by swindling immigrants. If these
could go to them for directions as to
where work could bo found and what
pay they should receive.

"Then Instead of turbulent elements,
Instead of future recruits for social rev-
olutions the Immigrants would become
fnlthful nnd grateful citizens of this
country. The numler of those con-
strained by hardship nnd Ignorance to
liecome criminals would be reduced to a
minimum.

"And If the parents were nt least
the great abyss be- -

tween them nnd their children would bo
tilled up. Sons and daughters would no
longer look upon fathers nnd mothers as
Inferiors.

"There In outline is the way that New
York can savo nnd put to good use
thousands of Immigrants und their chil-
dren who are now being Irretrievably
lost. You aro now like a great factory
that Is receiving nn abundance of the
very material It needs, nnd yet Just for
lack of proper and Intelligent treatment
Is letting tho Erentcr part of it go to
waste."
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